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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Recently, I read the following:

A people without a common rule of law cannot live. It destroys itself in anarchy, which is a parody of freedom, its
exaltation to the point of abolition. When every man lives without law, every man lives without freedom…. In the ordering
of the covenant on Sinai, the three aspects of worship, law, and ethics are inseparably interwoven. This is the greatness
of the Sinai covenant but also its limitation, as is shown in the transition from Israel to the Church of the Gentiles, where
the interweaving was to unravel, to make room for a diversity of legal forms and political structures. In the modern age
this necessary unravelling has led finally to the total secularization of the law and the exclusion of any God-ward
perspective from the fashioning of the law. But we must not forget that there is any essential connection between the
three orders of worship, law, and ethics. Law without a foundation in morality becomes injustice. When morality and law
do not originate in a God-ward perspective, they degrade man, because they rob him of his highest measure and his
highest capacity, deprive him of any vision of the infinite and eternal…. When human affairs are so ordered that there is
no recognition of God, there is a belittling of man. That is why, in the final analysis, worship and law cannot be completely
separated from each other.

These words, written by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI) in German in 2008, were
published in English in 2014.1 On first reading, these may seem a strange way to begin a book on the theology
of liturgy. But upon further reflection (and reading of Ratzinger’s book), they are most appropriate. At the heart
of Ratzinger’s book lie the questions, what is worship and what is liturgy?
He goes on to focus on God’s deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt, God’s leading them to Mt. Sinai
to hear His word (through Moses), receive His Law, and, finally, to follow His instructions for the building of the
Tabernacle (a place of encounter with God – worship!). It is a complicated and, to some, tedious story. After the
giving of the Ten Commandments and the people’s response (Exodus 20) comes the giving of “The Book of the
Covenant” (Exodus 20 – 23), and the “Ratification of the Covenant” (Exodus 24). But there are 16 more chapters
in Exodus. What are they about? Well, in Exodus 25 – 31 we read the detailed instruction Moses receives from
God for the building of the Tabernacle (seven chapters!!!). Then, in chapters 35 – 40, we are told, again in great
detail, of the actual building of the tabernacle and its furnishings (six chapters!!!), following the instructions
found in chapters 25 – 31. But what of chapters 32 – 34? Those tell the story of Israel’s rebellion and the making

1

Joseph Ratzinger, Collected Works: Theology of the Liturgy (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2014), pp. 8-9. I quote the published
English translation without “updating” the language.
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of the golden calf. In this story, God’s anger burns at the people’s actions, so that He tells Moses of His intention
to destroy these rebellious people.
I won’t rehearse every detail, but as we go on, we read of Moses’ plea to God on behalf of the people. In
that plea, Moses says to God, “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel [Jacob], to whom you swore
by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your
descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” As Moses reminds God (and
himself) of God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants, so in words of judgment, Moses reminds the
people of their earlier promise to hear and to obey every word from God.
Then, after the detailed account of the building of the tabernacle, the Book of Exodus ends with these
words,
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the
tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. In all the travels of
the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they
did not set out – until the day it lifted. So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels (Exodus 40.34-38).

All the detailed instructions about building the tabernacle and then the detailed description of how these
instructions were carried out! Why? Because God made a promise to Abraham and his descendants: “I will
establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you” (Genesis 17.7). God always
planned to have a faithful people and to dwell among them. In the worship in the tabernacle (and in the later
Temple in Jerusalem), God established worship and liturgy for approaching Him, receiving His forgiveness,
hearing Him, responding to Him, communing with Him, and living faithfully for Him.
Note these further words from Ratzinger: “God has a right to a response from man, to man himself, and
where that right of God totally disappears, the order of law among men is dissolved, because there is no
cornerstone to keep the whole structure together.”2 God completed his plan to dwell among us in the
incarnation of His Eternal Son, “the Word made flesh, who dwelt (tabernacled) among us.” In the incarnate
Son’s death, resurrection, and ascension, and by the outpouring of His Holy Spirit, He now dwells in us and
among us. That is why and how we live; that is why we worship.

For the glory and honor of God,

Pastor Phillips

2

Ibid., p. 9
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Congregational Council – Next meeting, Tuesday, February 9, 2021
Please have your reports into the office by Thursday, February 4, 2021 Envelopes will be
available for pick-up in your mailboxes, Sunday, February 7.
President – Ron Atkison, Vice President – Richard Beemer, Secretary – Judy Minehart,
Treasurer – Sherry Young, Financial Secretary – Toni Tassey,
Michael Montag, Lori McPherson, Mary Cay Walchesky, Debbie Reott
Chas Tanner, Jacob Pomykata, William Oehlschlager, Paula Stepp

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please keep our Church Council in your prayers as they make decisions for our church family.
St. Mark’s Financial Overview
December 2020
$51,755.97 Receipts
$47,847.25 Expenses
$3,908.72 Excess

Flower Dates Available!

Purchasing flowers for the Altar, Pulpit
and Lectern are a wonderful way to
make our sanctuary a little more
beautiful and to honor people you love
or the gift of memorable events in your
lives.
Call the church office for available
dates in 2021!
“Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…
and Women of St. Mark’s Church,”

Welcome to our new Members!
Wally Schuring(left), Jessie Phillips(right)
“

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
Matthew 18:20
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“On behalf of the NALC, thank you for
your partnership in the Gospel and for
your support of the ministry we share in
the name of our Lord Jesus. It is a joy
for us to share with you in a work that
carries far beyond the years we have in
this life. Because of your contributions,
there are immediate and eternal
implications and impacts on the lives of
those we serve. Thank you for your
faithfulness & support of our efforts,
financially and in prayer….”

JOKE OF THE MONTH

FOLKLORE FOR THE SEASON

'You should be ashamed,' the

~Married in February’s sleety weather,
Life you’ll tread in tune together.

father told his son, Andy, 'When
Abraham Lincoln was your age,

~If February give much snow,
A fine summer it doth foreshow.

he used to walk ten miles every
day to get to school.' 'Really?'
Andy responded. 'Well, when

~Fogs in February mean frosts in May.

he was your age, he was
president.'

~If Candlemas Day [February 2] be mild and gay
Go saddle your horses, and buy them hay
But if Candlemas Day be stormy and black,
It carries the winter away on its back.
~It is better to see a troop of wolves than a fine February.
https://www.almanac.com/content/month-february-holidays-fun-facts-folklore#

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Quilters,
“I work at Sunnyview. On Christmas Day I helped a gentleman
open his gifts. He was given a red, white, and blue quilt made
by your church. What a wonderful program.”
God bless you,
Anonymous

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Share your talents!
Many of the worship teams are in
GREAT need of help:
Altar Guild, Lector/Communion
Assistants, PA Operators, Acolytes
Contact the office for more info.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LENT BEGINS
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Worship Service – 7:00 pm
“The Wednesday before the first Sunday in Lent marks the beginning of this season of the Church Year. Lent
is the Christian's forty-day journey with the Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing for the joyous celebration
of Christ’s Resurrection. The forty days are reminiscent of several biblical events: Moses' stay on Mt. Sinai at
the giving of the law, Elijah's fast on his way to the mountain of God, and Jesus' forty-day fast at the beginning
of His ministry, among others. The forty days are counted backward from Resurrection Sunday. Since all
regular Sunday worship services are an observance of Christ’s resurrection, and thus occasions for reverent
joy, the Sundays during this period are not counted in the forty days of more somber remembrance of Christ's
Passion. This also explains why this season begins on a Wednesday….It is this ancient practice of placing
ashes on the heads of the faithful that gives Ash Wednesday its name. The ashes are a strong reminder of the
need for God’s mercy, forgiveness, and the redeeming grace of Christ. Indeed, we remember well the words
from the Christian burial service: “. . . earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . ;” words that will someday
be spoken over us all.”
Source: http://www.intrepidlutherans.com/2012/02/imposition-of-ashes.html
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CHECK OUT THE CHURCH LIBRARY
>>February has arrived in the Library<<
How about sitting down & enjoying a good book?
In our library on the center table book rack is a great selection of books. Sign one out today.

February Feature Titles
Youth Fiction
“Carry on, Mr. Bowditch”
“Jenny Lind’s American”
History and Geography
“Upstairs at the White House,” J.B. West
“The First Ladies”
“The Presidents – Men of Faith
“Presidential Profile ,” John S. Bohn
Biography
“In the Words of Ronald Reagan”
“George Washington-Soldier and Man”
“Barbara Bush”
“George Washington Carver”
“The Miracle of Jimmy Carter”
“At Ease-Dwight D. Eisenhower”
“Abraham Lincoln”
“Mary Taylor Lincoln-The President’s Wife”
“Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis”

Fiction
“With This Pledge,” Tamara Alexander
“Great American Short Stories” Readers Digest
“Freedom’s Ring”
“Mrs. Grant”
“Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker”
Jennifer
“Mrs. Lincoln’s Rival”
Chiaverini
“The Union Quilters”
“The Help,” Kathryn Stocker
“Mount Vernon Love Story”, Mary Higgins Clark
“Freedom’s Light,” Colleen Coble
“American’s First Daughter,” Stephanie Dray
“The Quaker and the Rebel,” Mary Ellis
“Impeachment Offense,” Nessan Hart

Pastor’s Recommendations from the Church Library
Have you ever visited St. Mark’s library? Did you know we have a complete set (55 volumes!!!) of the Works
of Martin Luther? There are many other good reference works as well as a large section of “Christian fiction.”
Recently, Jessie was helping Carol Scott in the Library and I went down to visit. They asked me to pick a few
books/resources to recommend. So, here’s what I chose for this month:
*Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. No Rusty Swords: Letters, Lectures and Notes, 1928 – 1936. New York: Harper & Row, 1965.
There is now a complete 17-Volume set of the works of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, which are not in our
Library (though I do have the set in my study). This small collection is worth reading and provides a good
introduction to Bonhoeffer and his writings. I also strongly recommend the DVD studies my Eric Metaxes
listed below.
*Lewis, C. S. God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics. Edited by Walter Hooper. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1970.
Most people are familiar with Lewis through his Chronicles of Narnia (some of which have been
turned into film. He was a prolific writer and a great defender of the Christian faith (especially through his
books Mere Christianity and The Screwtape Letters. God in the Dock is, as the subtitle indicates, a collection of essays
on theology and ethics.
*Metaxes, Eric. Bonhoeffer: The Life and Writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Four Sessions. DVD. Nashville: Thomas
Nelson, 2013.
Eric Metaxes wrote “a masterpiece that reads like a great novel” (Martin Doblmeier, Filmmaker). The
book was published in 2010. When I started reading it, I could hardly put it down. Again, the book is not in
our library, but the DVD studies are excellent. If you’re interested in reading the book, I will gladly loan mine
(as long as you promise to take good care of it!).
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In Honor of President’s Day
Founding Fathers on Prayer
David Barton (an evangelical Christian political
activist and author. He is the founder of
WallBuilders, LLC, a Texas-based organization
that promotes facts about the religious basis of
the United States.) was interviewed about the
National Day of Prayer. This interview provides
useful historical information that you might be
interested in sharing with your friends and
neighbors. One of the four questions David was
asked appears below, along with his answer.
(Question #2) Cite an example that stands out
to you of how prayer changed the course of
the United States or accomplished a
monumental goal.
I’ll choose the answered prayers attested to by Founding Father Benjamin Franklin. About five weeks
into the Constitutional Convention of 1787 when they were attempting to draft the U. S. Constitution, their efforts
were a signal failure. As things were beginning to break up and delegates return home to their states, Franklin
challenged them and called them to prayer. He told them:
In this situation of this Assembly, groping as it were in the dark to find political truth, and scarce able to
distinguish it when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that we have not hitherto once thought of humbly
applying to the Father of Lights to illuminate our understanding? In the beginning of the contest with Great
Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we had daily prayer in this room for the Divine protection. Our prayers,
sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have
observed frequent instances of a superintending Providence in our favor. . . . And have we now forgotten that
powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need His assistance? I have lived, sir, a long time, and the
longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth – that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We
have been assured, sir, in the Sacred Writings, that “except the Lord build the House, they labor in vain that build
it.” I firmly believe this; and I also believe that without His concurring aid we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the builders of Babel. . . . I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth prayers imploring
the assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in this Assembly every morning before
we proceed to business. [2]
Notice that Franklin openly acknowledged that their frequent prayers throughout the Revolution had been
answered. Hence, America became an independent nation rather than remain a subjugated British colony. That is
just one example of how answered prayer changed the course of the nation. But to return to the Constitutional
Convention, Washington recorded that they went to church to hear an address. [3] At the church, the Rev. William
Rogers had a special prayer for the Constitutional Convention:
[W]e fervently recommend to thy fatherly notice . . . our federal convention. . . . [F]avor them, from day to day,
with thy immediate presence; be Thou their wisdom and their strength! Enable them to devise such measures as
may prove happily instrumental for healing all divisions and promoting the good of the great whole; . . . that the
United States of America may furnish the world with one example of a free and permanent government. . . . May
we . . . continue, under the influence of republican virtue, to partake of all the blessings of cultivated and civilized
society. [4]
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Franklin believed their prayers over the Convention had been answered. After five weeks of failure,
following the recess and time of prayer, they reconvened and in only ten weeks produced the document that has
become the longest on-going constitution in the history of the world. Franklin definitely saw a difference after
the recess and prayer. While he was not willing to say that the finished Constitution was inspired in the same
sense as the Bible, he nevertheless believed that it was the product of God’s direct intervention, explaining:
[I] beg I may not be understood to infer that our general Convention was Divinely inspired when it formed the
new federal Constitution . . . [yet] I can hardly conceive a transaction of such momentous importance to the
welfare of millions now existing (and to exist in the posterity of a great nation) should be suffered to pass without
being in some degree influenced, guided, and governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and beneficent Ruler in
Whom all inferior spirits “live and move and have their being” [Acts 17:28]. [5]
Other delegates agreed. Alexander Hamilton is reported to have declared:
For my own part, I sincerely esteem it a system which without the finger of God never could have been suggested
and agreed upon by such a diversity of interests. [6]
James Madison agreed, and reported:
It is impossible for the man of pious reflection not to perceive in it a finger of that Almighty Hand which has been
so frequently and signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of the Revolution. [7]
As far as these delegates were concerned, the finger of God – that is, His Divine power – had guided their
writing of the Constitution. George Washington (president of the Convention) similarly attested:
As to my sentiments with respect to the merits of the new Constitution, I will disclose them without reserve. . . . It
appears to me then little short of a miracle that the delegates from so many different states . . . should unite in
forming a system of national government. [8]
Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration from Philadelphia who closely monitored the proceedings,
concurred, openly testifying:
I do not believe that the Constitution was the offspring of inspiration, but I am as perfectly satisfied that the Union
of the States in its form and adoption is as much the work of a Divine Providence as any of the miracles recorded
in the Old and New Testament were the effects of a Divine power. [9]
So, I would point to the independence of America and the creation of its unique Constitution and
government as direct answers to prayer. An excellent book recording other such moments of answered prayer is
by Georgia State Senator Barry Loudermilk (And Then They Prayed: Moments in American History Impacted by
Prayer). [10]
Source and additional reading can be found at: Founding Fathers on Prayer - WallBuilders
"Almost all the civil liberty now enjoyed in the world owes its origin to the principles of the Christian
religion. Men began to understand their natural rights, as soon as the reformation from popery began
to dawn in the sixteenth century; and civil liberty has been gradually advancing and improving, as
genuine Christianity has prevailed. By the principles of the Christian religion we are not to understand
the decisions of ecclesiastical councils...No; the religion which has introduced civil liberty, is the religion of Christ and his apostles,
which enjoins humility, piety and benevolence; which acknowledges in every person a brother, or a sister, and a citizen with equal
rights. This is genuine Christianity, and to this we owe our free constitutions of government. " – Noah Webster

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
February Quiz
On February 4 of which year did the Electoral College unanimously elect George Washington as the
first U.S. president?
a. 1777
b. 1779
c. 1782
d. 1789
In celebration of Valentine’s Day, which English poet wrote the sonnet that includes the famous line,
“How do I love thee? Let me count the ways”?
1. Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806–61)
2. Lord George Gordon Byron (1788–1824)
3. William Shakespeare (1564–1616)
Answers on page 10
https://www.almanac.com/content/month-february-holidays-fun-facts-folklore#
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Notes from Katie’s Kitchen……………
Happy February! I hope this finds you all safe & healthy, and enjoying these cold winter days! I know
the days can be dark & long, but I do love this cozy time of year! Give me a blanket, a hot cup of coffee or
tea, and a good Hallmark movie & I’m a happy girl! 🥰
Things are humming along at Katie’s Kitchen. We continue to use our share of the CARES money
coming to us through the grant that was written. We will continue to receive this $ thru the end of May
2021. We are incredibly grateful for the food we are able to purchase. It really adds to the variety &
nutrition of food we can serve. We also have access to more fresh produce with this $. Our clients enjoy
getting as much fresh food as they can.
With this money we are also able to pay Marburger Dairy for the milk & drinks we serve. What a
blessing they have been all of the months that they graciously donated milk & drinks. I am so excited to
start reimbursing them. So many local farms are hurting during this time. I’m just glad that we can help
support them & all of the local dairy farmers who contribute to Marburger’s.

Thank You’s
Thank you’s go out to Cathy Glasgow and Butler County Ford. While we all were in lock down in April,
Ford Motor Co was busy making paper masks to help keep everyone safe. Within the last couple of
weeks, Butler Co Ford donated 2000 masks that we can distribute in each of the meals for the next
several months. It’s a wonderful way to help keep our friends safe.
On a sad note….. long time supporter of Katie’s Kitchen, Diane Sneeringer passed into the hands of God
in December. I am told she always wanted to make sure that the children had milk & enough to eat, and
often made cakes & desserts to serve. She and several of her friends (who continue to volunteer once a
month) held yearly yard sales to provide hygiene products at Christmas for those who came to KK. We
are thankful for the many donations that have been sent in her memory.
Please continue to pray for all of those who have been affected by Covid— those who are sick &
the souls of those who have passed. May God hold them in his hands & bring them His peace.
-Justine

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Answers from page 7, (1) D, (2) 1
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February 2021
Sun.

Mon.
1

Tue.

Wed.

2

3

12:00pm Red Cross
Blood Drive

9:30am Children’s
Hour

6:00pm Choir

7

8

9

10

6:00pm Choir

10:15am S.S.

6:30pm
Communication Mtg

9:30am Children’s
Hour

16

Sat.

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

26

27

5:00pm Katie’s
Kitchen

7:00pm Council Mtg

15

4

Fri.

5:00pm Katie’s
Kitchen

9:00am Worship

14

Thu.

17

18

9:30am Children’s
Hour
9:00am Worship

6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Worship

5:00pm Katie’s
Kitchen

23

24

25

3:30 1st Communion

9:30am Children’s
Hour

10:15am S.S.

21

22

9:00am Worship
10:15am S.S.

6:00pm Choir

Lent Service to be
determined…

5:00pm Katie’s
Kitchen

28
9:00am Worship
10:15am S.S.

Birthstone – Amethyst, thought to prevent intoxication and keep its wearer thinking
sharply. It was worn by English royalty in the Middle Ages.
Flower – Violet, signifies watchfulness, loyalty, and faithfulness. Give a violet to
someone to let them know that you’ll always be there for them.

Scripture

- Primrose, lets someone know that you can’t live without them.

“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”
~1 John 3:18~
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St. Mark’s Staff
Rev. David Phillips, Senior Pastor
Wendy Holt, Parish Administrator
Darcie Pomykata, Youth Director
John Lingenfelter, Custodian
Larry Rettig, Custodian
Ralph Christy, Jr., Director of Music
Rebecca Veith, Organist
Ron Atkison, Council President
Judy Minehart, Council Secretary
Sherry Young, Treasurer
Toni Tassey, Financial Secretary

Congregationally Focused

Traditionally Grounded

Mission Driven

Sunday: 9:00 AM

Christ Centered

www.thenalc.org
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CHANGE Tuesday
SERVICE
REQUESTED
– Friday
9:00 AM -- 1: 00 PM

WORSHIP SERVICES

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday School: 10:15 AM

February Scriptures and Prayers
February 7, 2021 – Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, Mark 1 29-39
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good
news may be made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
February 14, 2021 – Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6, Mark 9:2-9
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son,
and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 – Joel 2:12-19, Psalm 51:1-19, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10,
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and
honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
February 21, 2021 – Genesis 22:1-18, Psalm 25:1-10, James 1:12-18, Mark 1:9-15
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your
Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
February 28, 2021 – Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, Psalm 22:23-31, Romans 5:1-11, Mark 8:27-38
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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