
Coronavirus Precautions @ St. Mark’s 

Dear Friends, 

You have no doubt seen news about the spread of the Coronavirus (officially known as 

COVID-19) around the world. As of 3/8/20, the spread has reached Pennsylvania. Therefore, 

out of an abundance of caution, and particularly out of a desire to protect our own members 

and guests who may face increased risk of complications from COVID-19, we are also going 

to temporarily modify some of our Sunday practices at St. Mark’s starting Sunday, March 

15 until further notice. 

 Greeting: Please greet each other at church without shaking hands, hugging, or 

touching wherever possible. I recognize this will be difficult, but it is a simple and 

effective step we can take until this passes. 

 Passing the Peace: Please smile and wave, but do not touch at the Passing of the 

Peace during our worship. 

 Communion: Instead of our normal practice of intinction, we will make available 

trays of empty cups (handled only by the one communing) to be filled by the server.  

 Exiting: After service we are temporarily abstaining from the “Pastoral Handshake” 

(This one’s the toughest for me, it’s such a great time to connect). The reason for this 

is not for the pastor’s safety, but rather to prevent him from spreading germs to 

someone more vulnerable. 

 If you are involved in any way in St. Mark’s worship or Sunday ministry, please wash 

your hands thoroughly with soap and water both before and after the service. This 

includes altar guild, greeters, ushers, ministry assistants, Eucharistic ministers, 

musicians, clergy, audio visual, and nursery workers. 

 Finally, if you are not feeling well, or understand yourself to be in one of the “at risk” 

groups for whom COVID-19 may be particularly dangerous, there is no shame if you 

feel like you need to stay home. If this happens, take advantage of our church’s 

sermon recordings on WBUT 1050 AM radio, Sunday morning @ 10:30 am 

Friends, this is a time of uncertainty. All of us have questions about what to expect and 

how to reasonably respond. At the same time, this is not a time for fear. We have a great 

God who loves us, and as mutual members of the body of Christ we will continue to 

look out for each other and trust our Lord. Especially, we must pray, and ask for God’s 

help and presence, particularly with those who are sick, those who are providing care, 

and for those who are at increased risk. 

Pastor James Neal 

                                                                                                                                     *modified practices taken from St. Paul’s Sarver, PA 


