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= A Never Changing Resolution
With New Yeards Eve coming on SunChasymag hi s
Season, | find myself thinking more than

Eve Resolutions and the importance of our faith as we begin 2018. After all it is the
season when people resolve to make long overdue changes in their lives.

Many of us promise ourselves or a loved one to lose weight and get fit d to start
eating smart and exercising more. Others will resolve to spend less time on social media and to
spend more face to face time with their family and friends. Some will resolv e to charge less on their
credit cards and try to get out from under the burden of credit card debt. Perhaps some even will
resolve to be kinder and more loving. And others, | always hope, will resolve to begin putting the
Lord first in their lives and m aking church a core value in their lives/family. Resolutions involve a
commit ment to Opositive change. 0

But, sometimes the BEST RESOLUTION is a COMMITMENT NOT TO CHANGE, BUT TO BE
STEADEFAST. God demonstrates such a commitment NOT TO CHANGE in His Word . Fad | the
Lord do not change; therefore you, O cInthé Newe n ¢
Testament , Hebr ewsJ els3us8 G@Gordi stelilss tulrse SHame yest e

To enter the New Year thinking of life not in years but in eternal time & the Child born in the manger
in Bethlehem is the same One who sits now on the throne, the same One who created the universe
before the foundation of the world, the Lamb who was slain Who rose for us and will come again at
the end of human time d helps me to see the big picture.

Situations and circumstances change, but God tells us in His Holy Word, that His commitment to be
our Redeemer d to Save Us, to keep Usd remains the same. This is where | will find my hope and
confidence as we enter the New Year. | hope the same will be true for you!

Think of your | ife from the perspective of oOet el
t he significance of your days i n 2harig& He hasAhesaved t
to stay the same???

As we enter the New Year | need to make a resolution that involves a commitment not to change. |

need to make that commitment to myself, to you, and to God. Regardless of what others say, or what

is politically cor r ect , I wi || strive to continue to |1 Ve
can,discern,anddoGod 6 s  wi | |

May God grant us the courage of our commitments in the coming year. May we continue to stand
boldly for Him whatever the cost. M ay God grant us a willingness to continue being different for
Chr i st ©hatissng rager and my resolution for the New Year.

Christds Peace, Love and Joy in the New Y

The Parishioner 1



Beginning the New Year with G
New Year o0s Eve
Sunday, December 31, 2017

Worship Services 8:00 and 10:15 a.m. Ly
Holy Communion at the Altar lf/"
Sermon : @’
0O I n Godds Good %

Epiphany
Worship Service

Frankincense Sunday, January 7, 2018

and Myrrh will _ _
be incensed 8-30' arg and 10:15 am
for the oly Communion
Epiphany

Service

> m——

~ . —

——

Council Installation

St . Ma r8liusch y2a Council will be installed at the 10:15 am
Epiphany Festival Service on January 7, 2018.

Alma Atkison Ron Morrison Buck Holt

Karen Cooper Gretchen Pink Shirley Bilowich
David Rodgers April Quinn Jonathan Bookamer
Elaine Walker Robert Scott Caitlyn Cypher

<o _sac> o= <ac>

Chri st mas decorationws taken down

** Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the Sanctuary and Chapel for the Glory of God this Cfiristmas.
._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________}
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Serving Christ Together

St . Mar kos St
and
Council Officers

Ministers: The People All NALC members and the public are invited to the 2018

| North American Lutheran Church

Senior Pastor pastor Towberman | NALC Life Conference being held at Annapolis Evangelical
L s Lutheran Church (38 W Central Ave, Edgewater, MD 21037) on
Parish Administrator Mary Ellen Tack
maryellen.tack@stmarksbutler.org Thursday, ‘January 18.
Administrative Assistant vicki schitier | Our theme is "Love Saves Lives." God loves life! This conference
vicki.schiffer@stmarksbuticr.org will discuss how you can answer God's biblical call to protect
Dir . Children/Youth Ministr Darcie Pomykata R ;
Vouth@stmarkebutler orq human life from conception to natural death.
S)
Sextas John Lingenfelter / Larry Rettig Here is the schedule: —L@)/
Aaron Minister Robert Niggel MARCHﬁ)r LIFE
Dlrgctor of Mu5|f: Ralph Christy J.r. ﬂ 1:00 PM Introduction and Greetings 6 Education & Defense Fund
Assistant Organist Rebecca Veith .
Interim Organist Joanne Lozier BIShOp John BradOSky
Bell Choir Director RebeccaVeith |  1:10 PM Rev. Melinda Jones:
Youth Choir Director Ralph Christy Jr. "The Joys of Mary - Luke 1"
Chil drendés Ho ubDarclePomgkata ( . T .
Katieds Kitecheloretibacteani 1 2.00 PM Rev. Brad Hales: "Biblical Aglng _
Council President David Rodgers [ §  3:00 PM Dr. Bob Benne: "From Atheism to a Witness
Council Vice President Ron Morrisor] for Life - The Strange and Inspiring Case of
Council Secretary April Quinn Mary Ann"
Treasurer Sherry Young . . o
Financial Secretary ToniTassey | 1 4:00 PM Worship (Bishop John Bradosky presiding;

Rev. Chris Porter will serve as chaplain)

NALC Life Ministries will be sharing a display table with Lutherans for Life, LCMS Life Ministry,
and the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty at the March for Life Conference at the Renaissanceg
Washington Hotel, 999 Ninth St. NW, Washington, D.C., 20001, also being held on January 18.
The next day, Friday, January 19, we will be traveling to Washington, DC for the Memorial for the
Preborn Service at 8:30AM at DAR Constitution Hall, 1776 D Street, NW (18th and D St) Washington,
DC 20006. This service is free and open to the public. Clergy should vest and participate in the
service. We will then join the March for Life, which will start at 11:30AM on the Washington
Monument grounds. There we will meet up with other Lutherans and march together with them to
the Supreme Court.

Eve Bible Study will havets meeting on Tuesday, January?2& 3:00 pm in the Church Loung&he study
t hat d aVhe Mission of theeHolyiSpigtfrom the study bookCome, Holy Spirid .
If you would like more information, please contact Anne Ferguson @ (724) 2858463

oo _—Q< > o — =<y
e — = L s )
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With the New Year here, you will find many
new books of all subjects for people of all ages in
the library. Winter is a great time for new
experiences though books. If there are any shut
ins who would like books delivered to them, just
notify the church office at (724) 287-6741 andthe
office staff will pass that message on to the
correct person. i

#Thankyou s«

Special Thanks to everyone who helped with the
oCircle of Friendso Ch
uplifting concert with 175 people in attendance.
The Salvation Army received $1,371.00 from the
Free-Will offering.

Your thoughtfulness means a lot to us more than
we can say. Thank you so much for everything.

God Bless, :%:
The family of Julie Osche
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St . Mar kdos Lut her a
Confirmation Class Schedule
January 0 February 2018

€ S e r nmotas are taken the first Sunday of the month unless otherwise indicated

January 7

January 21

February 2-4 Friday -Saturday-Sunday 0 Youth Quake in Pittsburgh

February 4

February 11 Youth Sunday; Confirmation Class & Youth Group leads 10:15 Sunday Service

Gododos AMbeNkw Testament
eAnd Trip to the Museum
Washington, D.C.

Teachers: Pastor Al Towberman, Wendy Holt, Chris Deal

4:300 6:00 PM Sunday Afternoon Class

Welcome back from Christmas Vacation! We begin the second half

of the Confirmation Year.

*Take Sermon notes this Weekend

New Student Books will be givenout: 60 The New Testament . o
I ntroduction of o0The New -Testamentd Les
Learning the New Testament Bible Song

4:300 6:00 PM Sunday Afternoon Class

Plans set for trip to The Bible Museum in Washin gton, D.C.

The Gospel d Lesson 2, pages 811

+Homework: Answer all written questions on pages 9, 10 and 11.
+Memorize the names of the first four books of the New Testament

Confirmation Class Youth plan to attendgd
our youth deepen and claim their faith in Jesus at the Youth Quake with some 300
0 400 Lutheran Youth attending.

Leave the church, 5:00 PM Friday.

4:300 6:00 PM Sunday Afternoon Class

+The Parables, Lesson 3, pages 1215

+Homework: Answer all written Questions on pages 13 and 15
Practice for Youth Sunday

The Parishioner 5

o f

SOTr



YOUTH QUAKE
ZONEZ2018:
Overcome

Each year St -30Mathk|{0 s
and advisors to the faith building Pittsburgh
Youth Quake attended by some 30600
Lutheran Youth.

PITTSBURGH
FEBRUARY 2-4

Thi s vy e ard®eercambéefooeses
on Godods seeking each
Good Shepherd Friend and Leader. We
also ask ourselves how youth can reach
other youth for Christ.

Participants will have the opportunity to:
Praise and worship God
Make new friends
Develop healthyelationships with other

Tiffany Thompson Lloyd Garrelts
SPEAKER MUSICIAN _ Christian youth

Grow deeper in faith through focused workshops

| have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But

take courage; I have conquered the worl d!é
John 16:33New Revis&landard Version (NRSV
The New Year Author Unknown
What shall | ask for the coming year, Lord, | would ask for a year of love,
What shall my watchword be? Oh, let me love Thee best!
What woul ddst Thou do Give me the love that faileth not
What shall | do for Thee? Under the hardest test.
Lord, I would ask for a holy year, Lord, | would askfor a busy year
Spent in Thy perfect will; Filled up with service true;
Help me to walk in Thy very steps, Doing with all Thy
-Help me to please Thee still. All that | find to do.
Lord, | would ask for a trustful year; Lord, | would ask for a year of prayer,
Humble, and yet so high; Teach me to walk with Thee;
Help me to sink at Thy blessed feet, Breathe in my heart T
And on Thy bosom lie. Pray Thou Thy prayer in me.
Lord, I would ask for a year of faith; Lord, | would ask for a dying world;
Give me Thy faith divine, Stretch forth Thy mighty hand;
Taking my full inheritance, Scatter Thy Word, Thy power display
Making Thy fullness mine. This year in every land.
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Y & Church an
Office Clos| s:308el choir

1:00 Evangelism

6:30 Sanctuary Choir

5:00Kati eds

K|

% Saintly
) (90 + years young
ﬁ &7 Januarirthdays
’r Martha Bachman 1/2
Sunday Monday Tuec _ay Wednesday Thurs Friday Saturday
1 2 5 6

5:00 Church Closed

6:00 Worship / HC

7 Epiphany

8:00& 10:15
Worship/HC
9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Council
Installation
15 Child
Church
*Decorations coming
down

10:

4:30 Confirmation

8

*Cornerstone
articles due

6:30 Leadership Team

9

6:30Bell Choir
7:00 Church Council

14

8:00& 10:15
Worship
9:00 Sunday School
15
Church

10: Chil d

15

*Cornerston&
Parishioner
articles due

5:00 Church Closed

16

6:30Bell Choir

22

23

10 11 12 13
9:30 Childr
ﬁ 1:00 Prayer Shawl
5: 00 Katiebd
6:30 Sanctuary Choir 6:00 Personnel 5:00 Church Closed 6:00 Worship / HC
9: 30 Childr
() i
€d o darshfor e

1 <J jashington D.C.
5:30 Worship & Music
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

- 5: 00 Kat i ed] 500 Church Closed 6:00 Worship / HC
9: 30 Childr

8:00& 10:15Worship
9:00 Sunday School
11:15Youth Choir

*Cornerstone
articles due

6:30 Bell Choir

6:30 Sanctuary Choir

2018 FEBRUARY

8:00& 10:15 *Cornerstone .
Worship/HC . 3:00 Eve Bible Study
9:00 Sunday School articles due § %‘
10:15 Child b Eve Martha Bachmd
Church & “’slmh !
4:30 Confirmation
5:00 Church Closed 6:30 Bell Choir 6:30 Sanctuary Choir 500 Kati eo| 5:00ChurchClosed 6:00 Worship / HC
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God

look what they can do when they all stick together!
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201 West Jefferson Street
Butler, Pennsylvania 16001

NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION

Phone: 724287-6741 U. S. POSTAGE

Fax: 72287-6747 PAID

Website: www.stmarksbutler.org PERMIT 92
BUTLER, PA

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Parish Hours:
8:00AM -- 5: 00PM
Monday - Friday
WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday: 6:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:15 AM
Sunday School: 9:00 AM

ke

)

U January 7, 2018~ Epiphany & ouncil Installation
U January 7, 2018 ~ Decorations taken down
0 January 19, 2018~ March For Life: Washington, D.C.
A Congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church
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